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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to discuss some basic theories and previous research
on student’s perception of memrise application to improve vocabulary mastery. A
vocabulary is an essential tool for mastering all English skills. However, the fact
shows that this part of the English language has been neglected, and due to
inappropriate learning methods, it affects the students' lack of vocabulary, thereby
exacerbating this phenomenon. To overcome this problem, online learning media
is the most appropriate solution for students to learn vocabulary individually.
Memrise is a learning media that is believed to help students learn English
independently. Memrise is a mobile learning application that can expand students'
vocabulary outside the classroom. In addition, Memrise is built into the
educational application, so it will provide students with an enjoyable learning
experience. Therefore, this paper explains vocabulary theory and types of
vocabulary learning media here. Apart from that, this article will answer some
questions about why students should use memrise and How do students apply the
application. Previous research will be given in the next discussion to emphasize
students' perceptions of the Memrise application. Then, this paper is expected to
provide suggestions for English students to use good mobile-assisted language
learning to expand their vocabulary.
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Introduction

Technological advances have brought great changes in all aspects of life. Many
areas have been affected by this development. Education is one of them.
Technology has influenced almost all areas of human life, such as education and
social life, then changed cultural norms and human behavior. Teacher teaching
methods have changed from traditional methods to modern methods. Various
changes and trends in the field of education in this global era have also changed
the role of teachers. Today's teachers can use different media to teach at each
meeting. In addition, teachers are now required to turn their students into
independent learners.

In the field of education, it is revealed that equipment technology and modern
tools make student learning and interactivity increase, Millennial students are
expected to be able to embrace technology as a means of learning. Understanding
how to use technology well will help students in their lives, As explained by
Aminatun, the expansion of technology is actually driving the development of
many areas of education such as teaching, technical learning, and research, as well
as providing a variety of resources to help teachers and students learn
independently.

Knowing how to use technology well for learning will allow students to
explore many things outside of the classroom. Therefore, teachers also cannot be
left behind from technological advances in the teaching and learning process.
Accessing application learning from any gadget such as a laptop, smartphone, or
tablet is one way to make the best use of technology even though there are still
many things that must be considered when using it for a long time, such as being
addictive. can even result in asthenopia or tired eyes.

Currently there are lots of learning applications provided online that can
support both teachers and students in the learning process. Learning each subject
becomes easier by using learning applications, including learning English,
because it is the main topic of discussion in this study. There are many English
learning applications that can be downloaded to our gadgets because they can also
be used for learning. One of the language learning applications that can be used is
Memrise.

Memrise is an educational tool for studying a variety of topics available
online and on mobile devices. Especially in language learning, students can use
Memrise to learn various aspects and specifications, such as vocabulary,
grammar, etc. Learning English as a foreign language is not easy, students with
lower English proficiency need to learn basic knowledge, especially vocabulary,
when learning a language because there are many options for people who want to
learn the rote language.

Memrise uses interval repetition on flashcards to increase learning speed. It
also allows users to learn many words from a particular language or a certain
field, and these words will contain their definitions, synonyms, antonyms and
even pronunciation.
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His online application can encourage student learning independence because
Memrise can be accessed anytime and anywhere. It can be downloaded free of
charge to the student gadget and is supported by an interactive learning interface
and tools. Independent learning skills are very important for students today
because they can provide several benefits, especially for students themselves, such
as providing equal opportunities for students of different levels, encouraging self-
confidence and responsibility, and focusing students' attention. By having
independent learning skills, students will be able to measure their abilities and try
to train their awareness of the importance of learning.

In addition, students can also formulate learning objectives and monitor their
own learning progress. This is in line with the statement of Zulaihah which
concluded that students with autonomous learning abilities will be able to know
their own learning needs, set their learning goals, find suitable learning methods
that monitor and evaluate their learning progress. To help students have
independent learning skills in learning English, teachers can also help students by
asking them to use the Memrise application.

This application allows the writer to create study groups for students to study
a particular topic. In this section, the teacher can create groups for their students
and can monitor the activities of their students by looking at the points students
get after using the application. In addition to building good habits for independent
study, this can also encourage students to always learn English.

Applications allow users to learn languages faster and easier than before
without having to learn grammar rules deductively. This method will also be able
to implement the role of the teacher as a facilitator because it is very much needed
in the current learning system.

As summarized in this type of Learning, students act as "active learning
managers" while the teacher is a facilitator who provides space for the progress of
students' independent learning. Therefore, even though it does not occur in the
classroom, the learning process by students can still be done independently and
can also be monitored by the teacher. Seeing the phenomenon of the role of
technology and the number of online learning applications in promoting the
teaching and learning process,

Research Methods

The writer conducted research on class X students at SMK Pelita Bangsa
Sejahtera. Participants of the research are 10 students from the ten class caregiver.
The writer researched 19™ July-11" August 2021.

This study will use qualitative research methods to describe Student
Perceptions on Memrise Application to Improve Vocabulary Mastery at Senior
High School. Stating that one of the identifiers of qualitative research is a social
phenomenon that is studied from the participant's perspective then this research
will be carried out at SMK Pelita Bangsa as previously stated, one of the reasons
for conducting this research is because students with lower English proficiency
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need to learn basic knowledge, especially vocabulary, when learning a language
because there are many options for people who want to learn a rote language that
occurs in the learning process.

The data analysis technique in this study uses qualitative analysis which is
inductive in nature, namely an analysis based on the data obtained, then a certain
relationship pattern is developed. There are steps that must be followed in data
analysis, namely data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing or
verification.

Findings and Discussion

The writer researched in the 10th grade of SMK Pelita Bangsa Sejahtera, with the
participants of the research are 10 students from the ten class caregiver. The
results of this research are:

The first is the writer informs the activities that will be carried out in the
meeting. in the session | was introducing myself and providing information about
my goals with student to make students interested in carrying out further
instructions from the writer. In this section the teacher does not provide treatment.
The writer only introduces the Memrise application for online learning that can be
used anytime and anywhere. Then the writer also motivates students before
learning materials by using the memrise application. In understanding how to use
the Memrise application, the writer provides opportunities for students to ask what
they have not understood. The writer asks students to use smartphones to enter the
memrise application. Next, students practice using an application that is guided by
the writer.

The students rewrote the words given, after that students test their memory
with several tests, namely multiple choice, Word Translation, The Flashcards,
Challenge for Audio Selection, Typing Challenges, The Phrase Translation. If
students have played level 1. The students must mention and write down 5-10
vocabularies and meanings that they have just learned through the previous
memrise application. At the end of the lesson, the researcher invites students to
take an activity that the writer has made through the memrise application. In an
online class there are 10 words that students must learn at home.

The second, the writer evaluated the previous meeting by reviewing the
vocabulary given from before. Then students continue the memrise level. Students
play the level application by following the procedures for using the memrise
application, namely, students reading English vocabulary or phrases, word
translation, flashcards, challenges for audio selection, typing challenges and
phrase translation. After that students have to mention and write down 5- 10
vocabularies and meanings they have just learned through the previous memrise
application.

The third, before starting the material the writer evaluated the previous
meeting by reviewing the vocabulary given from the previous meeting. Then
students continue the memrise level. Students play the application at level 3 by
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following the procedure for using the memrise application, namely, students read
English vocabulary or phrases, understand the meaning of words, listen to
vocabulary, rewrite the words given, perform multiple choice tests, typing tests
and pronunciation test. After that students have to mention and write down 5-10
vocabularies and meanings, they have just learned through the previous memrise
application. Students make 5 sentences using previously written vocabulary. the
writer closes the online class.

The fourth, before starting the material the writer must evaluated the previous
meeting by reviewing the vocabulary given from the previous meeting. Then
students continue the memrise level. Students play the level 4 application by
following the procedures for using the memrise application, namely students
reading English vocabulary or phrases, understanding the meaning of words,
listening to vocabulary, rewriting the given words, doing multiple choice tests,
typing tests and pronunciation tests. After that students have to mention and write
down 5-10 vocabularies and meanings, they have just learned through the
previous memrise application. Students make 5 sentences using previously written
vocabulary. The author closes the online class.

The fiftht, before starting the material, the writer conducted an evaluated the
previous meeting by reviewing the vocabulary given from the previous meeting.
Then students continue the memrise level. Students play the application at level 5
by following the procedure for using the memrise application, namely, students
read English vocabulary or phrases, understand the meaning of words, listen to
vocabulary, rewrite the given words, take multiple choice tests, typing tests and
pronunciation tests. After that students have to mention and write down 5-10
vocabularies and meanings, they have just learned through the previous memrise
application. Students make 5 sentences using previously written vocabulary. The
writer closes the class.

The Last was held before starting the material, the writer evaluated the
previous meeting by reviewing the vocabulary given from the previous meeting.
Then students continue the memrise level. Students play the level 6 application by
following the procedures for using the memrise application, namely, students read
English vocabulary or phrases, understand the meaning of words, listen to
vocabulary, rewrite the given words, take multiple choice tests, typing tests and
pronunciation tests. After that students have to mention and write down 5-10
vocabularies and meanings, they have just learned through the previous memrise
application. The students made 5 sentences using the vocabulary written before
the writer closed the online class.

After conducting six meetings, the writer conducted questionnaires and
interviews to find out how students responded to the memrise application as a
medium in learning vocabulary for 10 meetings. The writer proves that learning
vocabulary using the Memrise application can improve vocabulary mastery.

14 JEELLI, Vol. 5, No. 1, 03-2022



Students’ Perception on Memrise Application to Improve Vocabulary Mastery at Senior
High School

Conclusion

After conducting research and analyzing student’s perception on memrise
application to improve vocabulary mastery at senior high school, it can be
concluded that Memrise is a learning media that is believed to help students learn
English independently. Memrise is a mobile learning application that can expand
students' vocabulary outside the classroom. In addition, Memrise is built into the
educational application, so it will provide students with an enjoyable learning
experience.

References

Almansour, A. (2019). An Investigation into The Use of The Smartphone
Application ' Memrise ' in Supporting English Vocabulary Learning among
Undergraduate Students in Saudi Arabia. (March).

Algahtani, M. (2015). The importance of vocabulary in language learning and
how to be taught. International journal of teaching and education, 3(3), 21-34.

Aminatun, D., & Oktaviani, L. (2019). Memrise: Promoting Students’
Autonomous Learning Skill through Language Learning Application. Journal
of English Language, Literature, and Teaching, 3(2), 214-223.

Aulia, H. R. (2020). The Effect of Duolingo Application on Students’ English
Vocabulary Mastery. ELTR Journal, 131-139.

Dalimunthe, J. D. The Effect of using Memrise application on Students
Vocabulary Mastery.

Ed Cooke, I. M. & Greg Detre (2019). Integrating the virtual platform memrise as
a teaching tool for english vocabulary in foreign language studentsof
second semester at Santiago de Cali university. 16 (1), 84 Paginas.

Fadhilawati, D. (2016). Learning and Reviewing Vocabulary Through Memrise
To Improve Students’ Vocabulary Achievement. Journal of Academic
Research and Sciences (JARES) , 1 (2), 4.

Fathi, J. (2018). Enhancing Vocabulary Learning and Self-regulation via a Mobile
Application: An Investigation of the Memrise App. 5, 27-46.

Harmers, J. (2008). How to teach English. ELT journal, 62(3), 313-316.

Hobbs, D. E. (2017). Flashcards and the Memrise App for English VVocabulary
Acquisition.

Hutabarat, M. T. (2019). Improving students’ vocabulary Mastery through
Memrise Application of the Tentth Grade Students at SMA HKBM Sindro
Medan.

Izah, N. (2020). The Effectiveness of Using Memrise Application in Teaching
Vocabulary. PROJECT (Professional Journal of English Education), 3(4),
494. https://doi.org/10.22460/project.v3i4.p494-500

JEELI, Vol. 5, No. 1, 03-2022

15


https://doi.org/10.22460/project.v3i4.p494-500

Lia Rahmah

Lelawati, S., Dhiya, S., & Mailani, P. N. (2018). The Teaching Of English
Vocabulary To Young Learners. Project (Professional Journal Of English
Education), 1(2), 95-100.

Librenjak, S. (2016). Sustainable vocabulary acquisition in Japanese classroom
with the help of Memrise. International Academic Conference on Global
Education, Teaching and Learning, 54-61.

McNeil, L. (2010). Beyond the products of higher-order questioning: How do
teacher and  English-language learner perceptions influence practice.
TESOL Journal, 2, 74-90.)

Melati, M., & Herlina, H. (2019). Optimizing EIL Using “Memrise” As A Builder
Students” Vocabularies. Edu-Ling: Journal of English Education and
Linguistics, 3(1), 190-206.

Nandhini, G. (2020). The Art of Learning Vocabulary Using Technology and
Language Application With Special Focus on Memrise. ljrar, 7.

Nation.(2020). The Art of Learning Vocabulary Using Technology and Language
Application With Special Focus on Memrise. ljrar,7.

Reed, J. T., & Hooper, D. (2018). Student perceptions of mobile learning of high
frequency vocabulary using the"™ Memrise" app. The Journal of Kanda
University of International Studies, 30, 351-371.

Reknasari, A. I., & Putro, N. H. P. S. (2020, October). Using the Memrise mobile
application to assist foreign language learning. In Teacher Education and
Professional Development In Industry 4.0: Proceedings of the 4th
International Conference on Teacher Education and Professional
Development (INCoTEPD 2019), 13-14 November, 2019, Yogyakarta,
Indonesia (p. 324). CRC Press.

Rodriguez Villaquiran Michelle, 1. M. (2019). Integrating the virtual platform
memrise as a teaching tool for english vocabulary in foreign language
students of second semester at Santiago de Cali university. 16 (1), 84 Paginas.

Tyas, E. W., & Nurdiawati, D. (2019). The Effectiveness of Memrise Online
Application on Vocabulary Mastery of the Tenth Grade BDP Students of
SMK Al-Furqon Bantarkawung. JURNAL DIALEKTIKA PROGRAM
STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS, 7(2), 159-1609.

Utami, (2017) Jurnal Dharma Pendidikan VVolume 12, Nomor 1, April 2017

STKIP PGRI NGANJUK Halaman: 87 - 104 ISSN: 1907 — 2813

V. Wiratna Sujarweni, 2018. Metodologi Penelitian, (Yogyakarta : Pustaka Baru
Press), p. 34-36.

Zulaihah., & Oktaviani, L. (2019). Memrise: Promoting Students’ Autonomous
Learning Skill through Language Learning Application. Journal of English
Language, Literature, and Teaching, 3(2), 214-223.

16 JEELLI, Vol. 5, No. 1, 03-2022



